TKEFACE.

together by the industry of his predecessors, but their
treatment shows a decided advance.

Nothing is more troublesome and more thankless
than to prepare a complete and accurate survey of
the work done by our predecessors and fellow-workers,
and to award to friends and foes that amount of
praise and blame which they and their labours seem
to deserve in our own eyes. We should therefore
be all the more grateful to those who, like Bopp,
Schleicher, and Brugmann, undertake from time to
time that laborious and often invidious task. If we
consider that Brugmann's Grundriss represents the
results of a period filled with the many original con-
tributions of such men as Ascoli, Bartholoniae, BruaL
Bugge, Collitz, Dowse, Fick, Henry, Hubschmann,
Kluge, Merlo, Osthoff, Rhys, Saussure, Sayce, Schmidt,
Schrader, Stokes, Sweet, Verner, Windisch and man}'
others, while Brugmann himself has probably con-
tributed more original research than any one else,
we certainly have a right to place his work by iho
side of Bopp's and Schloichcr's great works. But
though it marks a new period, we may hope never-
theless that it may prove but a stepping-stone in the
triumphant advance of the Science of Langimgo.

As my lectures are chiefly concerned with the
general principles of the Science of Language, I found
it impossible to give so full an account of the labours
of Brugmann and other more recent scholars as they
deserve. When treating of purely phonetic quoMliona,
such as Grimm's Law for instance, I have tried to